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CACTIAS PARASITES? It has long been
been known that
cacti will very rarely

grow on cacti or other desert plantsinthe

American Southwest as first noted by

MacDougal in 1911. Kuijt (1969) discusses

. these few reports and a case of Opuntiaon

Idria in Baja California, Mexico. Reid and

Krappa (1983) reported instances of Opuntia

on Juniperus deppeanain West Texas and

Echinocereus on the same tree in southern

New Mexico. In both instances the cacti were

growing in decayed wood as epiphytes.

Recently, an introduced Opuntiahas been

reported on several trees in India (Pande and

Joshi, 1986). Opuntia elatior was found

growing on Aesculus, Lagerstroemia, Pinus,

Sapium, and Toona. The physiological status

of these associations has not been adequately

established. MacDougal consideredthat a

parasitic relationship existed because, in at

least one case, roots of Opuntiawere
established within living tissue of Cereus
gigantea. In most cases, however, the cacti
seem to become established in cavities in the

"host" tree, and the relationship is more akin to

epiphytes than parasitism.

Detailed analyses of these relationships
are a fertile field for investigation, particularly
in light ofthe possibility that parasitismin
plants may have begun from such chance
encounters (Kuijt, 1969).

Frank G Hawksworth, U.S. Forest
Service, Fort Collins, CO, USA
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PARASITE SYMPOSIUM  A-special

AT XIV BOTANICAL
CONGRESS

symposium was
held as part of
the congress in
West Berlinthe
last week of July. Inadditionto this
symposiumthere were many other papers
dealing with parasitic vascular plants scattere
in different symposia. Summaries o all the
presentations are contained in the published
abstracts.

FOURTHSYMPOSIUM  The largestand,
ON PARASITES A according to many
HUGE SUCCESS! "old hands", the

finest symposium

on parasitic plants
was heldthe first week of August at Philipps
University in Marburg, West Germany. A
great diversity of papers were presented and
most of them are contained in the published
proceedings which was made available to
participants upon arrival at the symposium.
This book, with more than 800 pages,
attractively produced on glossy paper, will be
required reading for anyone involved in
parasitic plants. Very few copies remain and
we have been advised that those wishing to
order must do so immediately! To obtain a
copy send a check or money order payableto
"Fourth IPSP Symposium" for DM 120
payable In Deutschmarksto: Prof. Hans
Christian Weber, Fachbereich Biologie,
Philipps University, Marburg West Germany.
Price includes air mail.



FET  The excellent mix of basic and applied
< papers, a diversity of parasites from exotic to

common, raritiesto weeds (but where was

. Cassyrha7) as well as a breadth of disciplines
- including biochemistry, old fashioned

" 1axonomy, new fangled taxonomy, control,

; ultrastructure, etc, etc all contributed to make
;v the scientific content invaluable. In addition,
—~the well planned and sometimes elegant social
.- functions added to the value despite the
¥ Unseasonable soggy weather. The occasion Of
. the symposium was used as an opportunity to
eﬁ‘ open a greenhouse devoted to parasitic
~ plants-perhaps the only such in the world!
&‘ - About 150 were in attendance representingall
£ * parts of the world. From all who patrticipated,

- hearty thanks to Hans Christian and his crew
‘w..,for organizing and sponsoring the whole affair
a.msnot only with German efficency but with warm
-»vvgemutllChke tl

_’-.‘9

~ FIFTH SYMPOSIUMON  The fourth
"PARASITIC PLANTS symposiumwiil be
a hard act to follow
butitis important
to begin thinking about our next meeting. Itis
apparently the general consensus that the
next meeting should be in southern Africa.
Botswana and Zimbabwe have been
suggested as venues for the meeting,
probably to be held in 1990. If you have any
suggestions and/or are willing to help organize
such a meeting, please contact one of the
editors.

For the uninitiated-the first symposium
was in Maltain 1973, the second in Raleighin
1979, and the third in Aleppo in 1984, and the
most recent is described above. Published
proceedings were prepared for each and if you
are interested in obtaining a copy of the first
three, please contact the editors of
HAUSTOR IUM.
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?;;‘ differencesbetweenthe subspecies phanerogames parasites: Recherche
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e the host.) University of Nantes, Nantes. (A large
PhD dissertation dealing with the

Leonard, J. 1986. Observations surle genre structure and physiology of this shrubb
Cvnomorium! an Acia root parasite of Mediterranean
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Sciences, Old Dominion University, Norfolk,
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Agricultural Research Service, Post Office Box
32477, Addis Ababa ETHIOPIA and is
supported in part by grant CSRS 86-CRSR-2-
2869 of the U.S. Department of Agriculture
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material for publicationto either editor and
requests for copiesto L. J. Musselman.
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